A T ime of Silence

Spend some time in silence sitting still; a time of
“sitting with God” — a silent time in which we focus all
our mind, heart and soul on the presence of God
without trying to create it. Simply be still and open to
God.

Fraycrs for Ot]ﬁcrs

Eternal God,

where there is hope, you are there.

Where there is compassion and the desire for
wholeness, you are there.

Where there is the struggle for peace, you are there.
Where the hungry are fed, and the poor empowered,
you are there.

Where there is delight in the trees of the land, or the
depths of the seas, you are there.

Wherever love is announced, you are there.

In you is such longing for your creation, and for
humanity, and we thank you for that presence of you,

in Spirit, in people, renewing, calling, and saving.

o0 Christ we open ourselves in prayer for:
Your creation ...Silence

For others we have heard about throughout our world
..Silence

For other people we know and are close to ...
Silence

For our church and our wider community ...
Silence

For ourselves ...Silence

Amen.

Closing Kcsponscs & Blcssing

We leave and go out into the world as God’s people.
Bless us and the people we meet along the way.
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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UNITING THE SCATTERED COMMUNITY

5implc WOl"S]”IiP for the scattered
Christian community

John 11: 1-45

Lent 5 — Lazarus!

Wclcomc

An opportunity to welcome people to the gathering

Acknowlcc]gcmcnt of Countr3

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land
on which we find ourselves, the .................. people, and
we pay our respects to their elders, past present and
emerging.

Kcsponscs & Gathcring Fragcr

Let us come into this place and time:
As the people of the community of Christ.

Jesus said: ‘l am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?’

Lord let us be a people of life and hope.

And yes Lord, we believe, but help our unbelief.

We come today, in belief, as a people of the living God.
Let us draw ourselves into silent prayer and confession.

[silence]
Let us hear that we are forgiven in Christ. Lord give to
us your peace and presence we pray. Amen.

Music for Kcﬁcction

Suggested song: Jesus, Son of God and man.
©John Coleman

https://johncoleman.bandcamp.com/track/jesus-son-of-god-and-
man



https://johncoleman.bandcamp.com/track/jesus-son-of-god-and-man
https://johncoleman.bandcamp.com/track/jesus-son-of-god-and-man

Fassing the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer
them a word of greeting and peace.

Thc Word around the bush

John 11: 1-45

The Death of Lazarus

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his
feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you
love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This
iliness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he
was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to
Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?’ 9 Jesus answered, ‘Are there not
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this
world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this,
he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but |
am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to
him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14
Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For
your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also
go, that we may die with him.’

Jesus the Resurrection and the Life

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had
already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. 20 When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus,
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22 But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your
brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha said to him, ‘I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” 25 Jesus said to her, ‘l am the resurrection and the
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,

will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him,
‘Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son
of God, the one coming into the world.’

Jesus Weeps

28 When she had said this, she went back and called
her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it,
she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she
knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. 34 He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They
said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus began to
weep. 36 So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!” 37
But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39
Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of
the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead for four days.” 40
Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So they took away
the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, |
thank you for having heard me. 42 | knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out,
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind
him, and let him go.’

The Plot to Kill Jesus

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with
Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Thc Mcssagc

From your Scattered Community Minister or another
leader within your gathering.

Qucstions for conversation

eGently, talk and listen about how this passage speaks
into your own life?

eHow do the words of Jesus, “unbind him and let him
go” speak into our world and lives?



